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The Newsletter for Tutors delivering ACLS Courses

Inspection
The letter informing us of inspection by OFSTED has arrived. 

The Inspection will take place week commencing Monday 11th May, which is also Adult Learners Week.

Once the scope of the inspection is known, ACLS will organise class visits to all courses that will be running during inspection week to support you in your preparation and to ensure that you have all the relevant documentation needed. 

You may want to start preparing by:

· Letting learners know of the inspection and reassuring them that it is ACLS that is being inspected and not learners. 

· Collecting examples of learners work to show an inspector or to have on display
· Considering evidence that you have in relation to Recognising and Recording Progress and Achievement (RARPA) for your learners 

· Familiarising yourself with the 5 key questions from the Common Inspection Framework (CIF), namely;


1. How well do learners achieve?


2. How effective is teaching, training and learning?

3. How well do programmes and activities meet the needs and interests of    learners?


4. How well are learners guided and supported?

5. How effective are leadership and management in raising achievement and supporting all learners?
More detail is available at http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/Ofsted-home/Forms-and-guidance/Browse-all-by/Other/General/Common-Inspection-Framework-for-inspecting-education-and-training
The OfSTED visit will be a multi remit inspection that will inspect not only ACLS but the E2E and Apprenticeship provision provided by the County Council. 
If you are visited by a member of the inspection team we will be asking for some prompt feedback from you to help us with the ongoing inspection, please try to record what has been said as it could really help us. A pro-forma will be provided for you to record this.
Nottinghamshire Honeycomb
You will probably be aware that ACLS has been developing a Virtual Learning Environment (VLE). ACLS has adopted MOODLE as its VLE and named it ‘Honeycomb’.  

From March 30th 2009 the ACLS webpages on the Nottinghamshire County Council Website will contain only an introductory paragraph to the Service and a link to Honeycomb.

Honeycomb will enable ACLS to directly maintain, update and amend Service information and resources. 
Details about how to access Honeycomb will be issued shortly. 

Eventually, tutors will be able to:

· Upload copies of notes, session plans, handouts or ‘Homework’ for learners to access outside of formal classroom settings.
· Include useful links to resources for your learners

· Share ideas and resources with other tutors

· Set up a forum so that learners can keep in touch with each other and ‘share and compare’

· Add interactive learning activities

Quality Update
Recording Learner Achievement

Changes were introduced this year to how tutors should measure learners’ achievement and record this on the course register. These changes were made to bring ACLS in to line with other authorities offering adult and community learning. However, these changes appear to be having little impact on raising overall success rates. ACLS is concerned that some tutors appear to be basing learners' achievement on their attendance rather than as a reflection of achievement of the course learning aims.

As a reminder the following provides guidance on completing the achievement element on the register:

 

· If a learner has achieved all, or most (i.e. 75% or more) of the course learning aims on their ILP this should be record as "1" on the register. For example a learner who has achieved 8 learning aims on a course with 10 learning aims in total. 

· If a learner has achieved some, but less than 75% of the course learning aims this should be recorded as "2" on the register. For example a learner who has achieved 7 learning aims on a course with 10 learning aims. 

· If a learner hasn't achieved any learning aims then this should be recorded as "3" on the register.

For further information please contact Andy Ashley on 0115 977 3594 or email andy.ashley@nottscc.gov.uk 
Lesson Observations

So far this year 61 ACLS tutors have been observed delivering sessions. 13% of these sessions were awarded a grade 3, 75% were awarded a grade 2 and 12% were given a grade 1. These figures show a significant improvement in the number of sessions being given a grade 2 compared with 2007-08.

Of the 61 tutors whose sessions were observed 26 had been observed before. Of these 10 (38.5%) improved on their sessions’ previous grade, 13 (50%) tutors had session grades that remained the same, and 3 (11.5%) had session grades that went down (grade 1 to 2).

Some of the main strengths identified during observations have been:

· Tutors generate interest and enthusiasm in their learners

· Good relationship and rapport with learners

· Very good participation

· Good planning

· Some of the main areas for development identified have been:

· Differentiation not being recorded in lesson plans

· Lack of monitoring and recording learners’ progress and achievement

· Missed opportunities to use ILT in sessions
You may wish to consider the above points in relation to your own teaching practice.
ILT Loan Equipment
ACLS has a wide range of ILT equipment available for loan, including laptops, printers, digital cameras, projectors and digital voice recorders. Much of this equipment is with ACLS providers so if you would like to borrow some equipment, please first contact the Provider that employs you to deliver ACLS courses. 

Learner Support
Loan Equipment
Do you ever struggle to find support equipment for your learners? Did you know that ACLS has a bank of equipment to help support learners with physical and/or learning disabilities/difficulties? Details of the equipment can be obtained from Karen Bonsall, ACLS Community Learning Officer, tel: 01909 535567, karen.bonsall@nottscc.gov.uk and from 30th March details will also be available on the Nottinghamshire Honeycomb.

 Have a look at what’s on offer as we’d appreciate your feedback on its usefulness/ appropriateness. Let us know if there’s anything that, from your experience, you feel would be a useful addition to our supply. Please send your suggestions to Karen Bonsall and help us to continue to improve our efforts in meeting learners’ needs.

Access apps

AccessApps is an initiative developed by the Scottish JISC Regional Support Centres in cooperation with JISC TechDis. It consists of over 50 open source and freeware assistive technology applications which can be entirely used from a USB stick on a Windows computer (here is a full list of applications on offer). Clicking on the headings will give you information about each of the applications.
AccessApps will run without needing to install anything on a computer and provide a range of e-learning solutions to support writing, reading and planning as well as visual and mobility difficulties.

How do I get it? The download section allows you to choose the portable applications which best suit your individual needs or those of your learners and download them in a single application suite.
Need some help? A range of materials have been prepared to get you up and running with AccessApps including step-by-step tutorials and video guides for using the main applications. You can access this material on the AccessApps - Help page. 
If you are having any problems with downloading/using AccessApps or have any suggestions for improvements please use the AccessApps - Contact page.

You can access relevant information and download AccessApps by clicking on the following link http://www.rsc-ne-scotland.ac.uk/accessapps/
Competition

You can win a USB stick with AccessApps preloaded onto it by sending an email to alan.clark@nottscc.gov.uk in the email simply list 4 of the features of Hott Notes (One of the applications available through AccessApps). The winner will be selected at random from the correct entries received. The deadline for receipt of entries is 12 noon on Tuesday 31st March 2009.
Family Learning Sharing Good Practice Event 
The event that ran on Monday 9th March 2009 produced a lively day of discussions and activities which included the following:

· Identification of gaps in national materials for ‘Keeping up with the Children’.

· The evaluation of Phonics resources

· The organisation of additional ‘Phonics’ workshops, which will take into account the various preferences for phonics across the County.

· The evaluation of resources available on the Asus EEE PCs
· Agreement that tutors would provide examples of ILT being used effectively in Family Learning programmes.

· Web site addresses for suppliers of useful resources were exchanged and the links to them are provided below.
    www.tts-shopping.com 
          www.smartkids.co.uk      www.jollylearning.co.uk
    www.sparklebox.co.uk             www.senteacher.org       www.enchantedlearning.com
For further information contact Susie Chambers on 0115 977 2181 or email: susie.chambers@nottscc.gov.uk
 Adult Learners Week
Nomination papers have been sent to all ACLS providers as we seek nominations for Learners, Tutors and Learning Support Staff, for awards as part of our Adult Learners Week celebrations. The Awards will be presented at the ACLS Awards Ceremony which will take place at County Hall on Wednesday 13th May.
Support for Excellence 
ACLS has featured with other services from the East Midlands in the February 2009 edition of the Support for Excellence Newsletter.

The Newsletter reports on the development of the East Midlands Peer Review Development Group.

The Group reviews various aspects of each others work and act as ‘critical friends’.

The group conducted tailored reviews across different member organisations. The focus was determined by the organisation that hosted the review and the reviews included observations of teaching and learning, review of subject area 14 (provision for individuals with learning difficulties), IAG, review of learner involvement strategy (a desk based review) and paired observations. 

As a result of feedback changes have been implemented. For example the paired observations review carried out at ACLS resulted in changes to the way the paired observers wrote and graded reports.
Upcoming Events
The following table gives details of forthcoming ACLS events:

	Event
	Venue
	Date
	Time
	Contact

	SHARE network meeting
	Ethel Wainwright Community Building, Mansfield
	Tuesday 24th March
	1.00pm-3.00pm
	Alison Sisson on 0115 977 2155

	Teaching and Learning Day
	South Forest Leisure Centre.
	Monday 30th March
	9:30am - 3:30pm
	Andy Ashley on 0115 977 3594

	ACLS General Health and Safety Assessment Record Training
	Pleasley Landmark, Pleasley
	Wednesday 1st April 2009 

	9.30am
	Kath Burgess on 01909  535567

	ACLS General Health and Safety Assessment Record Training
	Summit Centre, Kirkby
	Thursday 2nd April 2009 
	9.30am
	Kath Burgess on 01909  535567

	Teaching and Learning Day
	Newstead Miners' Welfare, Newstead
	Friday 3rd April 2009 
	9.30am-3.30pm
	Andy Ashley on 0115 977 3594


Progress against targets

The table below gives details of progress against ACLS annual targets:  
	Annual target
	Progress as at March 2nd

	Overall learner target                            7600
	4505

	PCDL target                                          6300
	3911

	FLLN target                                             750
	  391

	Wider Family Learning                            400
	  222


Progress is satisfactory, with this years figures showing some improvement on 07/08 for the same period across all funding streams.
Learner Feedback 

Feedback from learners has shown that currently 97.34% of them are very or extremely satisfied with the quality of the teaching you provide.

Comments from learners have included:

· “Course has been fun and well structured to cater for all abilities within the group”

· “Built my confidence in interacting with people again”

· “This course has made me realise I can be artistic and I have really enjoyed the course”
· “This course has helped me with my disability”

· “I would like to say thank you to our tutor. Made it feel easy to learn, helped with questions and also was made to feel welcome”

· “Had a fantastic time, enjoyed every bit of learning all about computers, can’t wait for the next session”

· “Increased my confidence in contributing to voluntary work”

· “This course will help me when applying for a job”
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