The Archery Class

No two archers are alike. They have different experiences, different abilities, different minds and different preferences. Learners are not clones
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Differentiation is catering for these: teaching different things to different people in different ways so they are all challenged and encouraged to get better 
Take the example of a mixed ability archery class 

 

· Different content / topic : Differentiating by what is taught  
Teaching different things to learners according to what they need to do next to progress.  The beginner learns what the different parts of a bow are called. The advanced student perfects the release of the arrow from the bow to ensure an uninhibited aim 
 

· Different process :  Differences in how it is taught and the environment /context in which it is taught

Learners learn in different ways :  In visual, auditory and kinaesthetic ways (all preferably); some learners need more time and activities whilst waiting for others catch up; some need additional support, more tutor input or additional consideration from an equalities point of view. For example, a beginner in archery will need a lot of tutor time. An advanced learner can be more self taught over certain tasks. A deaf learner may need a communicator. A learner in a wheelchair may need extra health and safety advice to use the bow
 

· Different product /learner performance : To what end 
Learners produce different results. Tutor expects different outcomes from each learner according to their level and preferences (but in a way that still stretches and challenges each person to go further) Example outcomes: an advanced learner will hit the target near to the middle - beginners will hit the target board.

