Example: Creative Writing - mixed level course
some examples of ILP tutor comments /progress review statements

 mapped next to learner goals 
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Common Learner Goals:

1. To meet other writers and discuss writing 
2. To improve my writing technique
3. To learn how to write [in a genre, e.g.] science fiction

To meet other writers: 

(Communication and interaction): 

Strengths
· Was supportive of others in the group
· Interacted well with others
· Confidently spoke out in the group
· Made a valuable contribution to the class discussion when we were discussing favourite characters
· Led class discussions 

· Made some interesting points about fiction by black writers
· Added to group experience with their opinions, for example….
· Brings a sense of humour and fun to the group

Suggestions for improvement
· Have confidence to speak out more in class /group exercises – your contribution is valuable to us
· Practice reading your work out loud at home and it will increase your confidence in class

· Would you like to be class librarian, keeping a record of books we lend to each other? 

To improve writing technique:
Strengths
· Good use of dialogue

· Imaginative idea

· Super plot

· Experimental and imaginative work

· Excellent historical detail

· Strong atmosphere 

· You are developing an individual voice

· Well rounded character invented 

· You are a strong writer, almost at publishing stage – just ensure you don’t overwrite, as I noted on your homework. Less is more

· Don’t be hard on yourself, you are a beginner at the start of an exciting road

Suggestions to improve 
· Dialogue is getting better though you could work on giving your character a distinct voice, for example give her an overused phrase or particular way of phrasing certain words 

· The dialogue of your character sounds younger than an 81 year old. How do old people speak? Listen to them this week 

· Set yourself a goal to edit your story by getting rid of 100 words exactly, or 10 per paragraph. It’s good for editing discipline 

· Scan your work for clichés
· You would benefit from being more experimental. Let yourself go – use the free flow technique to let rip. You don’t have to read work out in class if you don’t wish. 

· Give your character a little more depth (suggest exercise for how)
·  (For the learner’s ‘weaker’ areas):  Try this:  write about the same event in the first person, second person and third person. How does it feel? What are the main differences between them?  

· (Make general comments here on the learner’s homework) 

· Read good writers from other countries as well as the UK for example Let the Right One In by John Ajvide Lindqvist.
· If you cannot find much time to write at home, try Flash (very short) fiction – a story in 100 words. Try visiting www.fictionfactor.com/guests/flashfiction.html  and www.flashfictiononline.com/  to give you an idea of what this is 

Science Fiction and Genre
· Suggested reading: The Science Fiction Reader by JG Smith, Writing Science Fiction by Ursula Gunn and The Domesday Book by Laretta Brigg
· Try this at home: A short story of 500 words with one of the following titles: (which one will depend on learners level) My Pet/  Time Travelling / How did we get it all so wrong? / The HY68 Rapidos / Future-Past
General, added by the tutor
Strengths
· Approached the exercise with enthusiasm

· Worked hard

· Made a sterling effort

· Attendance is excellent

· Thank you for agreeing to bring cakes and biscuits. It makes the group more fun 

Suggestions 

· I know you have trouble getting here on time but if you could you wouldn’t miss all the interesting information at the start. If you do miss anything please ask a colleague in class to fill you in
· What do you do to become a writer? You write!  Write, write and write! Try to practice more at home 
Literacy and IT, added by the tutor 
· A word on spelling: their / there (explain and example) 

· Work on your presentation. Use a word processor at home for your completed stories 

· Download this podcast: Greg Pollock reads his Sci-Fi short story: Fountain at http//:www.bbc.uk/story-room/podcasts/Pollock
· Download the free online book Elements of Style. It’s the writer’s grammar bible. Enter it into Search to locate. Check out the section on when to begin a new paragraph 

(Other course aims, outcomes and /or goals can be added to by the tutor as apt)
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