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Monthly update of Good News stories


Welcome to the sixth issue where we share with you some of the impact that ACLS courses, working in partnership with providers, have had on individuals and groups.

Bassetlaw

Successful Volunteers

For the last 3 years, Literacy Volunteers have been running courses, with funding from ACLS.
The courses train new volunteers from the Worksop and Retford communities to help children in local schools to improve their reading and communication skills. The aim is support children to achieve the required standard in Literacy in Key Stage 2 of the National Curriculum Tests. 

Each volunteer works with 4 or 5 children on a one-to-one basis and Headteachers have been very positive about the impact.

Anne Mills, Headteacher at Ranskill Primary School said “We have a fantastic volunteer who is a pleasure to have in the school and the children love her. They are getting demonstrable benefits not only in terms of their reading but also social development and confidence”
Everton Primary School Headteacher, Jenny Lane rates the services provided by the volunteers as excellent and the standard to which they are trained as very high.

Pauline Hall of Walesby C of E Primary School says of her volunteer, Vera, “The children express such delight in going to see Vera each week and staff began to see that one child in particular blossomed in his confidence which in turn helped his school work to improve”.
The volunteers, who come from widely differing backgrounds and circumstances, have found that their own confidence increases as they put the results of their learning to good use.  Karen Martin a volunteer at Priory C of E School says “I never thought I would end up doing a course like this but I’m so glad I did. In fact it has encouraged me to look at other training opportunities and to make enquiries about becoming a Classroom Assistant. The skills, knowledge and understanding I gained from the course has proved invaluable to me in helping the children at Priory school”.
Building Confidence

Sarah Hiditch has always been interested in ‘arty’ things and she was persuaded by a friend to enrol onto a Flower Arranging Course funded by ACLS and run by North Nottinghamshire College. She used the knowledge gained on the course to make personalised gifts for family and friends which gave her a great sense of achievement.

Sarah then had a family, eventually returning to College to undertake an NVQ in Conservation and Environmental Studies at the Idle Valley Rural Learning Centre in Retford.
Sarah is really enjoying the course as she has always enjoyed the outdoors and strongly believes that the environment is an important issue. The course also fits nicely into her family life as she only has to attend for 2 days per week.

Sarah said “Going onto the Flower Arranging course gave me a great deal of confidence, without which I doubt I would have progressed onto the Conservation course”.
Ashfield
Rising to the challenge

Six learners with Learning Difficulties and Disabilities took part in the ‘Six Book Challenge’ led by Tutor David Brown from the Sutton Centre Community College, Skills for Independent Living team.

The Six Book Challenge was a national initiative targeted at emergent readers, that is adults who can read but who have yet to build reading stamina. It invites people to read six books and record their reading in a diary in order to receive a certificate to celebrate their achievement.The course in Sutton was delivered in partnership with Sutton Library with those taking part learning how to access Library services independently.

Learners continue to use their 'newly' acquired skills, with book discussion and 'reading' being enjoyed as a new hobby. One learner independently goes to the local library once a week to return and collect new library books for himself and the other learners which demonstrates that fun and practical learning can have a lasting impact.
Learning like millionaires

Learners on several ACLS funded courses have recently experienced what it feels like to be on ‘Who wants to be a Millionaire’, not that there was any money involved but learners have been using interactive handsets, rather like on ‘Millionaire’, when contestants ‘Ask the Audience’.

Each learner has a handset and questions relating to their course are then displayed on a screen. Learners press the button on the handset that corresponds to what they feel is the correct answer to each question.

All the information is stored on computer and can be used to provide a record of initial and on-going assessment as well as learner achievement.

The kits called ‘Qwizdom’ have been trialled by 3 organisations who deliver ACLS courses.

All have reported favourably on the positive impact Qwizdom has had on learners.

Kate Stubbings from PLC said “It has been an interactive and fun way of gathering information about the skills, knowledge and understanding of learners at the start of a course, and checking their knowledge and understanding as they progress through the course.

Learners are really positive about it, in particular about the ‘Millionaire’ themed quizzes we have introduced. In Family Learning the children love it, often taking the lead encouraging parents to use the handsets”.

Martin a learner from Edgewood Primary, who took part in a 30 hour Family Learning programme, said “It was great fun using Qwizdom and really helped me to remember key points of the course”. 
Newark and Sherwood
NVQs – Just the job for Aaron
Rumbles Catering Project have worked in partnership with ACLS for several years running courses for adults with learning disabilities in a range of subjects including catering.

Such has been the success of people on the ‘basic’ catering courses that a further partnership was formed with Lincoln College of Further Education.

This partnership has enabled learners to progress onto NVQ courses and gain formal qualifications in Hospitality and Catering.
Gina Dolan from Rumbles said “The courses funded by the ACLS have been vital to help learners build confidence and gain basic catering skills before moving onto gain qualifications.
The first group of students have successfully completed their NVQs and the next group are preparing to follow their lead. Without the support of ACLS this would not have been possible”.
Learner Aaron from Ashfield said “I’m so proud to have gained an NVQ qualification and it’s helped me get a job in catering”.
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