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Tutor News
It’s official we’re GOOD

The report following the inspection of the Service by the Adult Learning Inspectorate (ALI) in early October was published on Friday 24th November.

The report says our strengths under Leadership and Management include

· “good change management”

· “good targeting of hard-to-reach learners”
· “significant quality improvement”

For ICT strengths were

· good development of learners skills

· good teaching materials

for Visual & performing arts and media

· good achievement of individual goals

· strong group ethos in learning

· good course management

for Foundation programmes

· very good standard of learners work

· good standards of teaching and learning

· good curriculum management

for Family Learning

· good achievement and retention

· good standards of teaching and learning

· well managed provision

· good range of provision

The overall effectiveness of the provision was deemed as good. 

This led to the inspectors grading the service as follows:

	Leadership & management
	2

	Contributory grades
	

	Equality of opportunity
	2

	Quality improvement
	2


	Information & communications technology
	3

	Visual & performing arts & media
	3

	Foundation programmes
	2

	Family learning
	2


There are, as you’ll see from the report, some areas we need to work on and of course we need to take action that will help us maintain our strengths. We are currently working on the Quality Improvement Plan and will keep you informed of developments.
The report can be accessed by visiting http://www.ali.gov.uk/index.htm then clicking on the heading Inspection Reports.

Thanks to all of you for your efforts in helping to improve the quality of provision for our learners.
The improvements, recognised by the ALI could not have been achieved without your support.

*****************************************************************
Making a difference
The feedback below is from an Occupational Therapist who works in a secure unit that delivers ACLS courses through Sutton Centre and demonstrates the impact that learning can have.

“I think that the courses are going really well and the patients and

staff are getting a lot out of them. I have had positive feedback from

all. Recently a patient said that the new skills they had learnt in the

classes made them realize that they could learn new things and that

this, had made them feel more confident!!! Which is obviously brilliant”.
There must be hundreds and hundreds of similar stories out there from the thousands of courses you help us deliver and we would welcome any feedback from you or your learners.
As one tutor said to us “you seem to provide the cash...and I get the 'better' job of seeing the differences it makes in students lives.....doesn't seem 'fair' really”.
So share your stories with us. 

Staff Development

Many of you who attended the Tutor Conferences back in September gave us information on the sort of training and support events you would like us to provide in future.
We will be using this information to develop a range of activities.

Several tutors have completed applications to train to become ACLS E.Guides, training is scheduled for January and February 2007.

Following this we will be rolling out a series of ILT/e.learning workshops aimed at tutors and based on the information we receive through the ACLS E.Learning Survey.

If you have not completed yours yet, remember the deadline for return is Friday 15th December and all completed forms will be entered into a prize draw.

Lifelong Learning UK (LLUK)
Lifelong Learning UK is the Sector Skills Council responsible for the professional development of all those working in Community Learning.
LLUK intends to continually improve and expand the services it offers in workforce development and planning for employers and employees in the lifelong learning sector.

You can keep up with developments by visiting:

http://www.lifelonglearninguk.org/home/home.html

On the Cat Walk 
Learners from an ACLS funded course at North Notts College will be celebrating their achievements at a Fashion Show to be held at Carlton-in-Linderick on Friday 8th December.
The learners, all from a Surestart group, have designed and made clothes for their children.

The event will be filmed by students from the Colleges Media Department.

If you have any celebration events planned let us know. 

Also, if you have photographs of learners work send them to us so we can use them at events, in publicity materials and on the ACLS webpages.

Remember though, to get Photo Consent Forms signed by any learners appearing in the photographs.

OCN success 
Learners who had taken part in PEEP and SHARE courses got together a couple of weeks ago to celebrate their achievements.
The 18 learners who attended courses run by Surestart West Mansfield, Lakeview Primary School and Surestart Gedling attended events to mark their success in gaining Open College Network awards. 

Skills for Life Resources 

Nottinghamshire has two Skills for Life Resource Centres to support the Continuing Professional Development (CPD) of Skills for Life Practitioners.
One is at West Nottinghamshire College, Chesterfield Road, Mansfield, NG19 7BB. The contact there is Derek Smitheman, the contact telephone number is 0800 0131 005.

The opening hours are Monday to Thursday 9am to 5pm and Friday 9am to 4pm

The other is at Castle College, High Road Chilwell, Nottingham NG9 4AH.

The contact is Susana Guerreiro, the phone number 0115 884 2366.
The opening hours are Tuesday and Thursday 9am to 4pm and Friday morning.

If you are planning a visit please phone ahead to check the centre will be staffed.

You can also visit the Regional Skills for Life CPD website at 

www.eastmidlandscpd.co.uk
Once there you’ll be able to register to access the discussion forum, receive e-mail updates on job vacancies and events, find information about recommended resources and much more.

Statistics 
ACLS has just completed a statistical return to the LSC, and since August 06 1,266 learners have joined ASCLS funded courses, this equates to 1,393 enrolments

Inspirational Learners Wanted For National Awards
The search for exceptional and inspirational adult learners to receive a national award during the UK’s largest festival of learning has started. As part of Adult Learners’ Week, NIACE recognises learners – young and old and in all their diversity – for the remarkable achievements they have made through learning. Each year NIACE receives over 1000 nominations about individuals, families and groups of learners whose lives have been transformed because of learning. 

Nomination Forms for Adult Learners Week 2007 are available now on the NIACE website at http://www.niace.org.uk/
We would like to make a concerted effort to have the achievements of ACLS recognised regionally and if possible nationally.
To help us do this please:

· Download copies of the nomination forms from the NIACE website

· Consider the individuals or groups you would like to nominate

· Complete the Nomination form

· Return the completed Nomination Form to ACLS. This is important as we intend to send letters of endorsement for all ACLS learners nominated.
· Deadline: Nominations should be sent to ACLS by Friday 12th January 2006 to enable us to meet NIACE deadlines.

Contact ACLS 
Telephone: 0115 977 2185                                E-mail: acls@nottscc.gov.uk
Fax: 0115 977 3859

Post: ACLS, Floor 3, County Hall, West Bridgford, NG2 7QP

Web: www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/adultandcommunitylearning

[image: image1.png]BWM Learning fo Local Communities




PAGE  
1

_1226904327.bin

