Newark Community Operation Group (COG)
Bridge Children’s Centre
Monday 23rd February 2009
PRESENT
	Richard Sample – ACLS
	richard.sample@nottscc.gov.uk

	Caroline Ball – ACLS
	caroline.ball@nottscc.gov.uk

	Sue Wilson – Bridge Children’s Centre
	sue.wilson@nottscc.gov.uk

	Amanda Chaney – Bridge Children’s Centre
	amanda.chaney@nottscc.gov.uk

	Dale Fahey – Newark CVS
	dfahey@nandscvs.org

	Carol Wilkinson – Bowbridge School
	office@bowbridgeprimary.com

	Gemma Clewer – Magnus Family
	gemmaclewer@newarkbarnbyroad.sch.uk

	Sue Nelson – Dukeries College
	suenelson@dukeries.notts.sch.uk


	Item
	Commentary
	Actions/
Timescales

	1. Apologies
	Annette Tutalo 

	

	1a. Introductions
	Richard welcomed the group who in turn introduced themselves.

	

	2. Matters arising/Minutes of the last meeting


	Lincoln College
Richard to investigate the possibility of accessing their childcare resource if available. 

Engaging Dads through Children’s Centres
Sue Wilson reported that the Saturday Morning Dads’ Group held at the Children’s Centre once a fortnight is very well attended.  Sue also requested that if any other groups/individuals would like to support this group on a rota basis please contact her directly.  Kate Stubbings to attend a session to talk to the dads about possible training, Sue Nelson from the Dukeries also said that they could provide ACLS courses in this area.  Currently the dads are meeting to spend time with their children on Saturdays, so Sue Wilson suggested that when the group is more established could look at the possibility of running courses during the week.

	Richard Sample

	3. Speed-Dating
	The meeting talked about hosting a Speed-Dating event like the previous year’s.  It was decided that the event would be held on 11th June 2009 at Hawtonville Children’s Centre, 10am – 4.30pm.  

Providers to invite;
· Dukeries College

· WEA

· Kate Stubbings

· Lincoln College

· Newark CVS

· Family Information Service

· Extended Services

· Play Service

· Sport Development

· ACLS

· NCC Parent Participation Worker

· Change for Life

· Richard Pincott

Organisation to invite;

· Extended Services
· One Life

· Traveller Health Worker

· Children’s Centres

· MIND

· Enable

· Homestart

Richard to make contact with people on above list.  At our next meeting this event will be the main agenda item to make sure things are organised.


	Richard Sample

	4. Traveller Education
	Sue Wilson reported that the Children’s Centre in conjunction with NCC Publicity Team had put on a journalism course.  One of the local travellers attended this course and did really well.  Sue reported that the travellers are keen on attending courses, they have built up a lot of trust with local travellers.  June is recognised as Travellers History Month, Sue is in touch with a group of travellers regarding organising some sort of celebration, Sue will keep this meeting informed.  Richard Sample reported that he is looking into moving forward with housed travellers, looking at maybe running something at Hawtonville Children’s Centre as travellers have already accessed this venue.

	Sue Wilson

Richard Sample

	5. Adult Learners Week
	This year Adult Learners Week is 9th – 15th May 2009.  Monies are available for taster sessions and celebration events.  It was agreed that an event would be held at Bridge Children’s Centre on 12th May, 10am – 3pm. The theme of the event will be Health & Well Being. A couple of taster sessions will run and Sue Wilson will contact Dukeries for details of what they can offer.  Dale Fahey from Newark CVS to collate the health side, he will contact Caroline Adams the Healthy Eating person.
	
Sue Wilson

Dale Fahey



	6. Course Up-Dates
	Bowbridge Primary School
Carol Wilkinson reported that all courses are going well.

Bridge Children’s Centre
Sue Wilson reported that an ACLS funded course “Fun Fit Families” is due to start at the end of February.  They are undertaking a joint project with Bridging the Gap that will start after Easter, an allotment has been given to the project by the Council.
Dukeries College
Sue Nelson reported that there are 16 ACLS courses running from now until the end of July, they include, Belly Dancing, Cookery, Pottery.


	

	7. Any Other Business
	Big Lottery Fund
Sue Nelson reported that the Dukeries had been successful with an ACLS bid.  They are to organise a healthy walk around the Dukeries Complex, walking up to 15 miles, a healthy cookery demonstration will follow the walk, this project is aimed at involving the local community.

Sustainability 
This will be a standard agenda item on all future COG meeting agendas. 

	

	8. Date of Next Meeting
	Monday 20th April 2009, 2pm @ Bridge Children’s Centre, Newark
	


