Hucknall Community Operation Group (COG) Meeting
Butlers Hill Children’s Centre
Thursday 12th February2009
PRESENT

	Maxine Murray – ACLS
	07976 231564
	maxine.murray@nottscc.gov.uk

	Caroline Ball – ACLS
	01909 535547
	caroline.ball@nottscc.gov.uk

	Jez Grundy – Socatots
	0115 922 8890
	nottinghamsouth@socatots.com

	Karen Lee Burton – New College Nottingham
	0115 912 5516
	karen-lee-burton@ncn.ac.uk

	Alma Cuncliffe – City Arts
	0115 978 2463
	alma@cityarts.org.uk

	Michelle Squires – Children’s Centre
	0115 948 8910
	michelle.squires@nottscc.gov.uk 


	Item
	Commentary
	Actions/
Timescales

	1. Apologies
	Milene Bizachi  - Ashfield Community Radio
Kathy Hardwick – Notts County Council

Lisa Saundres – Castle College
	

	1. Introductions
	Maxine welcomed the group 
	

	2. Matters Arising
	Arts of Prescription Project
Alma reported that this had started again in January, at the moment there are 5 people attending and are looking to recruit more people.  The feedback they are getting is good.  This course should run until May 2009 but they are looking for extra funding for it to continue after this.  There will be an exhibition at the library in May.  If people require any of the publicity packs please contact Alma directly.

Strengthening Families
Maxine reported that Kate Stubbings had attended an extended services event and strengthening families had been discussed with other organisations.


	

	Socatots
	Jez Grundy came along to the meeting to give a presentation on Socatots.  Maxine suggested that a meeting take place with herself, Jez and Susie Chambers to look at moving this forward.
Michelle Squires will take this information back and share it with the Children’s Centres Community Development Workers.
	Maxine Murray

	3. Extended Services Up-Date
	The action plan was circulated and looked at.  Maxine reported that they were looking for more involvement from the Children’s Centres.
Socatots information to be made available for the next workshop which will take place on 18/3/09, 9.30am – 3.30pm @ Goosedale Conference Centre.

Maxine also reported that there are some really good marketing tools that the COG could use to advertise courses in the schools such as, the text service, LTC screen in reception, parent email group, the school website.

	Maxine Murray

	4. Hcuknall Childrens Centre Up-Date
	Jenny Wells the new Coordinator is now in place at Market Place Children’s Centre.
Michelle reported that they have produced the questionnaire and this is being circulated to local dads, if anyone would like copies please contact Michelle.  When they have been returned they will be analysed and results brought to a future meeting.  The next meeting of the Ashfield District Group – Working with Dads, takes place on 30/3/09, 1.30pm at Broomhill Children’s Centre.  They would like to get more men involved with this group so if anyone knows anyone who may be interested please let them know the meeting date.  Training is taking place around multi-agency work and engaging dads, 26 members of the children’s centre staff are taking part in this, if anyone would like further information please contact Michelle.

They have a good bank of volunteers on board now and all the volunteers are trained up to the same standard.  They currently run 2 training courses for volunteers each year.

The Community Development Workers are undertaking teacher training.

Paediatric First Aid is very popular and the Children’s Centre would like to run more and they have parents on a waiting list.

The Spanish course that they are running is also going well.  The assertiveness and confidence course had to be cancelled due to low numbers.

Michelle to talk to Maxine and Karen regarding ACLS Taster funds for one day events that they are hoping to run.  The events include;  a Mothers Day pampering session, Easter Crafts, Summer Fayre 25/7/09, Play Day @ Titchfield Park on 19/8/09 and a Health Fun Day on 5/9/09.

	

	5. Ashfield Local Learning Guide
	ACLS are currently reviewing their marketing and LLGs will be looked at.  Both Michelle and Karen commented on how the LLGs helped with recruitment on to courses, and that local people were now used to seeing them around and knew what they were.  ACLS will look at other ways in which courses can be advertised including using local newspapers.


	

	6. Round Table & AOB
	Parent Support Advisors
Maxine circulated information on what this role involves and also who the contacts for each area are.  The group felt that this was another good way of promoting the work of the COG and Maxine would add the relevant people to this COG mailing list.

Ashfield Community Radio
Details of the ACLS courses that they are running was circulated.

Ashfield Citizens Advice Bureau (CAB) 

Maxine reported that she had attended a meeting with them and it is possible that New College Nottingham may be able to run a course on dealing with debt.  Karen passed session plans to Maxine who will contact the CAB to see if they would refer people on to this type of course.

New College Nottingham
Karen reported that Introductory IT Courses and Beginners IT Courses were being run, with progression available through Castle College.
Holiday Spanish is going well and there are 3 men on this course.

Karen circulated a list of courses that they can run if any community group is interested.  On this list is a course called Brain Gym, Karen is hoping to run this in local residential homes.

The Digital Photography course at the National School is going very well and they are looking to run another one.

Castle College
They are running an Admin and Retail course in various venues, for more details ring 0115 884 2749 or 0115 975 5758.  They are also looking for organisations who can offer work experience placements for this course, again if anyone can assist in this please contact one of the above numbers.


	

	7. Date of Next Meeting
	Thursday 18th June 2009, 10am @ Broomhill Children’s Centre
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